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games that your child will enjoy while they 

reinforce and build their literacy and Math 

skills. You will notice in this edition of the 

Janvier Journal that our school Librarian, 

Mrs. Monaghan promotes the reading pro-

cess, as well and she also informs us of 

some books that would make great gifts for 

your child.  You will also find information 

in this edition regarding the importance of 

having your child read for 20 minutes per 

day.  Of course, Math cannot be overlooked 

and you will find articles in this edition that 

tell of creative Math activities in both Kin-

dergarten and 2nd Grade. With the start of 

the new calendar year only a few weeks 

away, the students and staff at Mary F. 

Janvier Elementary School are anticipating 

a great 2017 that includes many new learn-

ing activities that provide enriching experi-

ences as we prepare our children for their 

future.  The entire Janvier staff continues to 

appreciate the support that you have shown 

towards our school and we wish all of you a 

healthy and happy 2017! 
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December has arrived and 2016 is quickly 

drawing to a close!  During the initial portion 

of this school year, our children have accom-

plished so much and December is a great time 

to reflect on past achievements while planning 

to move ahead in the new calendar year.  The prac-

tice of goal setting is an important component in the 

measuring of growth and our children continue to 

show that they are developing academically and so-

cially.  Kindergarten students have demonstrated un-

derstanding of fundamental mathematical and litera-

cy concepts with the children commencing the read-

ing process.  Additionally, the primary concepts that 

comprise proper sentence writing are also being pre-

sented in the Kindergarten classrooms. Grade 1 and 

Grade 2 students are also working towards the attain-

ment of their goals that focus on developing their 

ability to read fluently while understanding what 

they are reading. Various instructional methods are 

being utilized in the classrooms in an effort to ad-

dress the needs of all children.  Of note, small groups 

and learning centers are being implemented in a 

manner that further engages the students in the learn-

ing process and technology continues to be incorpo-

rated into lessons in a meaningful manner that brings 

the content to life.  I encourage you to read with your 

child and to make this an active process by asking 

your child questions as the story is read.  As an ele-

mentary school student, I did not like to read because 

I viewed reading as a boring, passive act.  When I 

started to question what I was reading and began to 

predict what would happen next in the story, I found 

that reading became more enjoyable.  Perhaps, this 

held true for you, as well.  As our children are active 

throughout the day, it makes sense that reading be 

made active by having your child engage with the 

content through questioning.  I also encourage you to 

access your child’s teacher’s webpage as you will 

find that there are links to educational sites and 

Mr. Kobik’s Corner 
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 What amazing learners we have in our 
computer lab!  In First and Second Grade, 
we have just finished our unit on Internet 
Safety.  As we have last year, we will be 
integrating Science into our curricu-
lum.  Across all grade levels, we are learn-
ing how to use Microsoft Word as our 
First Graders  learn about weather, Sec-
ond Graders  focus on the seasons, and 
Kindergarteners participate in lessons 
that reinforce their literacy skills.  All of 
the students have been doing a tremen-
dous job!  Some of the websites we have 
been working on in class  that you may 

Despite the arrival of cold weather, it is 
bright and colorful in the Art room! 
Janvier artists are learning the Element of 
Art; Color! We have been painting away, 
and exploring the magic of color mixing! 
Kindergarteners created art in the inspira-
tion of Piet Mondrian, and now are creat-
ing Winter hats using secondary colors. 
First Graders created "glowing" lights 
with pastels, and now they are finishing 
secondary color mittens. Second Graders 
recently finished their beautiful Winter 
cardinals, and next they are creating 
unique mugs using secondary color de-
signs! What a colorful Winter wonder-
land!  

Computer Literacy 

use to reinforce skills at home are: 
Kindergarten 
o   Abcya.com – http://www.abcya.com/ 
First Grade 
o   Dance Mat Typing (keyboarding skills) -
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
·Second Grade 
o   Dance Mat Typing (keyboarding skills) -
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
o   Tynker (computer coding/
programming skills) -  https://
www.tynker.com/ 
o   Benchmark Universe (non-fiction sci-
ence books) - https://
franklintwp.benchmarkuniverse.com/ 

I would like to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday season! 

The month of November showed the 
students of Janvier Elementary School 
that we need to get ready for a cold 
Winter, and our Janvier Families 
showed their support for those in need.  
The November Winter Coat Drive initi-
ated conversations about providing a 
service for others in our community, 
and our students were willing to go 
above and beyond with the task at 
hand:  Winter coats.  The drive ended 
with over 150 coats donated, as well as 
many Winter accessories which were 

given to Janvier families and family 
support organizations in our commu-
nity.  Thank you for helping to instill a 
sense of giving back with our students, 

and giving warmth to our families. 

Janvier Coat Drive 

Out of the Art Room 

http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
https://www.tynker.com/
https://www.tynker.com/
https://franklintwp.benchmarkuniverse.com/
https://franklintwp.benchmarkuniverse.com/


Happy Holidays from the Library! 
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“WintArray” Wonderland in Second Grade 

 What a wonderful time we have 
been having in the library this 
year!  I hope you and your family 
have enjoyed reading the library 
books the children choose each 
week.  You can make reading even 
more fun by participating in the Six 
Flags Reading Contest.  Infor-
mation was sent home during  the 
Holiday Shop.  Each child who 
reads 6 hours and returns the form 
will receive a ticket good for free 
admission to Six Flags in Jackson, 

NJ.  
Books make terrific holiday 
gifts.  Their enjoyment lasts long 
after the season is over.  You might 
want to consider the books listed 
in this newsletter as you plan your 
holiday purchases. Listed below 
are some grade level appropriate 
selections in order to help you get 
started.  

In Second Grade, students have been 
busy learning about repeated addition 
and arrays.  The Second Grade hallway  
is being transformed into a “WintArray” 
Wonderland with a snowy array city 
scene as students show off their learn-
ing about how using equal groups can 
help us add quickly.  Students are also 
learning different strategies to help 
them add and subtract 2 and 3-digit 
numbers.  Students are learning strate-
gies like the Hundreds Chart, open 
number line, and “friendly” numbers in 
small groups as well as in centers.  It is 
important for students to learn that 

there are many ways to solve a prob-
lem and to find a strategy that works 
best for them. 

 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 

Max and Ruby Series Frog and Toad Series Magic Treehouse Series 

Clifford Series Henry and Mudge Series Geronimo Stilton Series 

Biscuit Series Amelia Bedelia Series American Girl Series 

Fly Guy Series Junie B. Jones Series Ready Freddy Series 

Books by Eric Carle Arthur Series Clementine Series 

Nursery Rhymes Books by Mo Willems Ramona Series 

Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss 

Books by Mercer Mayer Fly Guy Series Roscoe Riley Series 



 

First Graders Celebrate the Holidays 

In October, we had a pump-
kin investigation in Mrs. 
Harner's Kindergarten class. 
We read books and conduct-
ed research all about pump-
kins.  We learned that pump-
kins float.  We also learned 
that when pumpkins decom-
pose, they get moldy, 
mushy, and smelly!  Our 
pumpkin had 415 seeds and 
it was 13 cubes tall.  We had 
so much fun learning about 
pumpkins!  
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The First Grade students are 
getting ready for the holidays. As 
the Winter break approaches, the 
students will be participating in 
many fun activities and lessons. 
These holiday themes, such as 
Gingerbread and Polar Express, 
will be tied into many fun Math 
and ELA lessons. In addition to 
the school wide holiday activities, 
the First Graders will participate 
in a Holiday Craft Day. The stu-

dents will switch classes and complete 
various Winter or Holiday themed 
crafts!  ‘Tis the Season for fun learning  

 

Kindergarten Pumpkin Investigation 


